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2632 Belle Chasse Highway 
Post Office Box 2U 
Gretna, .Louisiana 

It. Col. Joseph Ehrlicher _ V? J une 1<?60 

Deputy Commander, .Louisiana Jung 

Civil Air Patrol - 

Room 1723 lasonic Temple Building 

Hew. Ox-leans, Louisiana 

Dear Col. Ehrlicher, 



In reference to our telephone conversation today, regarding Dave Jf^rie's 
resignation last night, I whish to brief you regarding acivities tnat may 
have had a bearing on his decision to resign, however, 1 cannot actually 
say, for certain, just what precipitated this resignation. 

First of a*l, X wish to thank you most kindly for not saying, "'"l told you 



SO 1 



To go back to the time Dave joined the squadron as an advxser (this upon 
the recommendation of Jim Graifeo, B 0 b Boylston, John arxon, 
and several others), X had no idea of what had gone on when have was 
previously a member of CAP— of this X still must plead ignorance, nor, 
on the other hand, does it fit into this picture other tnan po^sioly to 
re-establish a pattern that seems to be an integral part of Dave 3 
psychological make-up. .At any rate, against your desires ana device, . 
X followed t tiro ugh on the re-establishment ana reinstatement of Dave s 
membership. During tlds process, many bitter words were bandied about 
by Dave regarding all members of Wing Btaif, the liaison Ofucer na 
mer members of tne squadron. In aaaition he maue threats to sue Xor defa- 
mation of character, abuse of office and authority, ihese unrecoraed 
statements I passed off as possibly a means of trying to sate his ego 
and to blame or pass the blame of his lack of success on a scapegoat, 
not having the guts nor the fortitude to accept the blame himself. 

I was somewhat remiss in not reaaing this immediately as a pattern th t 
would be followed, is will be bom out in this letter, this is a part 
of a pattern that seems be Dave himself. 



Dave was most successful in re-establishing discipline and respect of 
the cadets by most aii people with viiom they cane in contact with. For 
this and his other accomplishments, ne should be most highly commended, 
a very fine squadron has, as a result been developed, however, ne was 

odd'. »iti, otter mw o£ tte CW « so., 

people in sjidl t»h.e uirport* 

I ao not desire to detract one iota from Dave's abilities nor his devotion 
to young people— predominantly male, (hfs feeling about leu es 1 
1) they should be seen, not heard; 2)their fields of endeavor «autab. 
directed toward the nume and families, ni^sir^^reiigious oraers^ teacning 
but not aviation; 3) that th^re is no place for turn m tne LA? nor the 
military life). 



The first blow-up on a large scale was in reference to Chaplain Hawkins' 
objection to Dave's picturesque and profane language wiiich is most vulgar 
according to society's accepted version of profanity ana vulgarity. Chap- 
lain Hawkins fortunateiy was able to ro±x with the punches ax id came oat 
on top* he is to be commended for Ms forbearance and ciiristian attitude 
toward Dave. He has ^11 the right in tije world to be most bitter toward 
Mm* Many words were exchanged regarding semantics. Major Christiansen 
and Seargeant b^dman were unfortunately present leaving an area of wondern- 
ment regarding the whole squadron ana myself an Une major 's mind. 

Unless Henior members subscribed wholeheartedly to Dave's way of presenting 
CM" ana Ms interpretation of regulations a d directives, lie soon became 
persona non-grata and ways ana mean s were found to make the situation 
so intolerable as to cause their resignation or dropping out of Car activities. 

Dave made a statement one time in reference to Chaplain hawkins ana Dr* 

Stevens (the latter giving most freely of his time toward the goal of 
whipping together a chorus for the squadron for Dave's idea of presenting 
a W program— since dropped! } ana Baiph Napier that the Baptist faction 
of the city and .Louisiana were trying to get a foothold in CAP in order 
to use them for political pressure. 

Another question raised by Dave was whether or not a parent of a cadet 
should be permitted to join the same squadron, causing us to lose a most 
able Senior member in iialph Napier through his machinations as brought 
out above. 

Despite warnings and directions at the time of the Board Meeting re 
Dave's reinstatement* he has constantly ''psychoanalyzed' 1 both cadets 
and parents to the degree that in many instances CM 3 is being blamed 
by- the parent for a cadet's attitude toward his parents, when actually 
thus intolerant attitude on the cadet's part is merely a reflection 
of Dave's guidance in establishing thought patterns for the cadet. 

In the Cgiumunist countries this is called brainviashing* 

Vhien remonstrated for this sort of activity and in interfering in the 
cadet's private life the reasoning was uroaght out that the cadet's 
activity at home reflected most airectly on the uM and that absences 
caused by dates and activities that were airected by parents in many 
instances were a direct responsibility of the squadron and as a result 
CAB was affected and he had all tne right in the world to interfere* 

X have repeatedly exchanged many bitter VJords with 1 dju on this subject. 

"e also reminded me that he had a PhD (in parapsychology from the 
bniversity ui Phoenix); that he hau years and years of experience; that 
experience had taught him ("us 11 }; that he as a non-parent was more ab3e 
to viev; such problems much more objectively than the parents themselves 
and that he should not be interfered with in this respect as he had 
been called in by the parents themselves sine© he was a well established 
nationally known authority on youth problems. — setting himself up as dily 
slightly removed from the Ehird Person of the nMy Trinity. 

A s a matter of fact, he did at one time, tell M r s Che ramie that he c^ue as close 
to being the most perfect, self-sufficient man as it was possible to be! 

Ji_is attitude toward dating by teen-agers is somewhat to be commended, he does 
reflect the attitude of educators and religious ana lay authorities that 
a certajji amount of danger lies in 1 going-steady 1 * This much X will and 
do sanction* X do not however, sanction nor can I tolerate the interference 




and told to go home or to come to hgus homo before he wag called for and 
escorted there by himself personally, IBs, in otuer words projected 
himself as a pseudo-parent — this being in essence my conclusions of nis 
interest in young people in that he would like very much to be a parent 
without the responsibilities of parenthood* 

he has given most freely of his time,, his money and energy to several of 
the cadets and the squadron in general, it is merely his way of assuring 
the dependence of the cadets the squadron generally on him* In this 
he has made a grave error in g Vj.ng to the cadets who fail to develop 
into the type of person the Cap program aesixes, If a squadron of cadets 
have to work, scrounge and develop their own source of completing projects 
they will more greatly appreciate the entire program and will learn 
through their own efforts* here the attitude of the cadets was that 
'Dave will do it, so why worry?’ 

One former cadet (Irion) left home and got out on his own because of 
Dave’s agitation and abetting of the rebellious attitude of Xraon* but 
he did it in such a v/ay that he is completely removed through subtly 
building up and tearing down, emotionally, of the person involved and 
then re-building again. let we cannot prove tliis otler than to observe 
the final results. It was through Dave’s efforts that Irion finally 
left the CAP program* In other YJords, Irion could no longer be ’used 1 
to personal advantage and was thereby dropped* 

His fluency enables him to wway people to his way of thinking — most 
phenominal in itself* 

As a case in point — still unpublished by tne way — ds that fact that 
despite their knowledge of wrong-doing (statutory) he has without 
ah instructor’s rating mauthorizedly solved a number of teen- 
agers (through the flying club) (the' club is now Disbanded since 
his resignation follovang the pattern I mentioned previously)* Be 
encoMraged and abetted one student pilot to carry another teen-age 
passenger and was caught in the ^ct by nr* Olsen of the BAA. Additionally 
the aircraft did not carry nor was one possessed* an airworthiness 
certificate nor a certificate of ownership. This case is still pending 
1 oelieve. YJnen asked if he ms an instructor 1 ^ rating he always 
answers in the affirmative by stating that he is qualified to teach - ■ 
—yet Olsen claims that no instructor^ rating is hela by Dave* 

Some of Ids so-called projects fur the squadron started by him are as 
yet unfinished am they will never be finished. One case is tbs builoing 
that was to be erected on airport property leased (?) by him) another 
is thj.s airstrip that he mentioned to you arm ^ajor Christiansen the 
time X drove you to your friends home* 

Since his resignation however* there may be a possibility that in the 
back of Ms mind that he Yfill form a squadron of his own and set up 
shop at this site — with bteve hittleton — if not a Cap squadron then 
a private club* 

Be has upon several occasions when he felt it so Demanded, represented 
himself as an Air Force 'Observe Colonel (bird) but when questioned 
cane up vritU some sort of gobble-de-gook that was most Uiibiguous 
I asked aim one time what jus serial number in Lhc npr force iie serve 
was, and was b iven a group of numbers that was meaningless ana had no 
relationship to the force serial numbers* 1 uo not recall tnem arid 
was most remiss in not copying them a own, he is constantly referring 



to his experience as in the Mr Force Cadets* 

X must plead utter confusion in my own mind as to wiiat makes this boy 
f tick r . It has been brought out that have is extremely jealous of his 
fairly successful brother- Successful in the fact that he has achieved 
some recognition in the field of nuclear physics* Apparently lave has 
had to take a back seat in favor of the brother, is most bitter toward 
his parents for favoritism and does not receive either the attention 
/or recognition he so richly deserves, 

Possibly you recall seeing his referral to himself as Commander of this 
squadron in the spread given the squadron in the CiP times. Despite 
claims of not having any knordedge of what was written, the fact remains 
that he wrote the article himself, I purposely made no issue of this 
aue to the possible effect it might have had on nis functioning in tiie 
interest of the squadron, he has reportedly repeatedly presented himself 
in this capacity at hationa*. Headquarters. 

i-breover, he has mentioned time and again hown General M c hiroy is using 
his many-faceted talents for the advancement of M c hiroy*s ambitions for 
the QkF and hown close the two of them are as friends and co-workers* 

Gq other occasions he has attempted to f fili me in on the background 1 
son X would understand (just what I was supposed to unaer stand has never 
been brought out) why differences existed between the recruiting office 
and -ut. Col. Hurpee and his staff with itajor Christiansen 

he has endeavored- so far unsuccessful but for one — to interest about six 
or r seven cadets in becoming priests in the Uatholic Church. One actually 
attended a seminary for about sox months; others have dropped the 
searching for a vocation; some have gone into the service and he was 
still working on several others. Only one lias evinced any ovdidenco 
of interest and is still conferring with F r * Yiard of Dt. Uguis 1 
Cathedral* * 

At one time or another, as mentioned above, Dave has let these youngsters 
down completely when he could no longer use them for Ms own personal 
glorification and then let them ; dangle' until he could use them * further , 
Parents have been most upset, mothers have actuMfy been hysterical 
but throught his utter glibness he has been able to placate them only 
to once again repeat the process at a later time* X can never obtain 
from these parents factual details — never specifics — only generalities* 

Dave is purported to have had a party at his house curing the past 
holidays (Christinas or wew fears) — boys and girls present* Lave is 
supposed to have commenced hugging and kissing severa of the girls 
who did nut want to be 'party-poopers f ana went along with the silly 
game* Afterward Dave was supposed to have made the coment that these 
same girls were* nothing but little two bit whores* 1 cannot get names 
dates nor places on this incident* I cannot get names, dates nor places 
of actual heavy orinking and drunkeness of cadets abetted by Dave. Tnese 
are well-founded rumors — more than rumors, but no proof exists. Other 
incidents have undoubtedly taken place several of which I am aware but 
without substantiating evidence, so c*ui take no action* 1 have remained 
silent, hoping that if true, ug alleged, that a could obtain the 
necessary documentation or witnesses, lhas nas not been forthcoming* 



labors of the ministry anu parents a_L±ke are constantly rUj.Sjjig the 
question oj. liOiiQ- sexual tendencies* This is much too dangerous a 
subject even to discuss with them. Xuey are wondering a, u ask me if 1 
know. X don't and cuinot say, I have, to be perfectly frak with you, 
the same curiosity as these people do. btill no evidence, if there 
is any hanky-pank going on, it is impossible to get a boy of this age 
even to discuss the question due to utter shame (if he is involved) 
and the desire to protect his friends if they are involved by not 
even ais cussing it. Xt is seldom a young person will discuss the 
question with an older person. 

Dave has on numerous occasions held correspondence relative to membership 
of cadets and seniors, applications for promotions and appointments and 
aeronautical ratings, claiming either they were not given to him, they were 
forwarded or that they were lost. ^ good case in point is the membership 
application of Dan Seethe man and a Form 1? requesting his promotion ta 
2d x»t. about a year ago — this was 'lost'. In my mind x am sure that 
^ethemaa is eligible and should be promoted to 1st it., but since 
becoming aware of the discrepancy have just recently submitted an 
application for his appointment to 2d It. 

All of the above is rather damnable unsupported evidence against Dave, 
and is just exactly v/hat you warned me against without coming right out 
and so stating. I wish now, belatedly, to apologize for not going along 
with your wishes and desires on this question. However, the milk is 
spilt, and I must live with, my own guild in this. 

I am not suprised at any of the above incidents X have referred to, I aa 
beyond surprise at this point. At the same time 1 cannot, to sum up, 
support any of it by strictly factual evidence. 

VJhen X was apprised by Dave of his intention to re sign i re solved to c arry 
out my expressed policy of accepting any and all resignations submitted 
to me either verbally or written without begging the person to stay on 
far as X am concerned thus action is unrevokable* 

X am sorry that it is necessary for me to carry him, even administratively 
on the ro G ^ of this squadron as it would greatly s, mpl if y. matters if he 
could be dropped and completely divorced from any official attachment to 
the squadron where he could possibly have any influence over the cadets 
presently assigned to the ^squadron, for in bus resignation as executive 
officer and ceasing to function as a member of the squadron at his own 
request, j- actually Jtave no control otfer io.s t-ctuons as a member of the 
squadron except to be able to prefer charges if l can obtain the necessary 
factual evidence. This will be most difficult if not impossible to uo* . 

x wish to reiterate that Bave has done a very good job in most respects 
in teaching ana instilling discipline, uu must be commended for this, 
his interest in the when not misdirected lacks nothing other than 
X feel that it is his desire for recognition that urges 1dm along these 
fields. Frankly, despite his shortcomings \ which we a^l have to a certain 
degree) X find Mm most personable ana easy to like* ae iu gifted in 
many ways that j. find enviable, y*t, again, tne squadron v/ill be better 
off without him. 



kfter an emergency meeting of tue cadet staff on lit June 1 was 

n^ ^asantiy surprised to have the majority of the caaets come to 
me ana assure me they would work 1000* behind me and the beruor staff 
Z continue to make the flew u r leaus 0,det dquadron one to be reckoned 
with and to bend aul their efforts to make a presentable showing at 
dational ErxXi CoiapotitXQii* 

At fite ore sent "time X have directed S^etlErmarL to take charge of tiE 
DriU Io» Sd £Htte»pt to whip it ihto ohap. ih occordooc. with hBt 

50-iJX* 

Attached is a copy of a letter notifying »ing of Dave ' s action. _ 




*u&jor CAjP 

Colander, W.O. Cadet Sqdn* 
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